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Walking on central campus on a Sunday 
afternoon, you may notice a strange game 
being played. This game isn’t soccer, 
it isn’t dodgeball, it isn’t capture the 
ﬂ ag—it’s a combination of all three. For 
Quidditch president Andrew Folkmann, it’s 
not just a game —it’s a competitive sport.
 
Ethos: How did you get involved
 in Quidditch?
Andrew Folkmann: Th e President before 
me, Chris Webber, was in my fraternity. I 
was pretty skeptical [of Quidditch], but one 
Sunday they conned me into coming out. I 
played beater and I basically annihilated, so 
I loved it so much that I didn’t want to stop.
E: What are some challenges of 
playing Quidditch?
AF: Th is is a semi-contact sport in the sense 
that there is tackling involved, but there’s 
only one-arm tackles (two-arm tackles are 
illegal). Just learning how to ball-handle 
essentially with predominantly one hand… 
and there’s a lot going on. Th is is basically 
like three-diff erent sports going on on one 
fi eld. You’ve got dodgeballs being thrown 
around (the “bludger”), a defl ated volleyball 
used for scoring “the “quaﬄ  e”) and [in full 
games] you’ve basically got a mobile capture 
the fl ag going on (the “snitch”).
E: Are you a Harry Potter fan?
AF: Not really, I mean I’ve read the books. 
I enjoyed them… but no, I’m not really 
a big Harry Potter fan. A lot of them [the 
Quidditch team] are, though. It’s really hard 
to get away from that—you play Quidditch, 
you’re gonna have some Harry Potter nerds.
 
E: Is that a misconception about 
Quidditch—that everyone is a 
Harry Potter fan?
AF: Not entirely…I guess I’m an anomaly,
 a majority are Harry Potter fans.
 
E: What is your favorite thing about 
playing Quidditch?
AF: You get stressed out a lot just being in 
college, so it’s nice to come Sunday and 
know that I can throw a dodgeball, release 
some anger, and know that no one can tell 
me no, because it’s part of the sport so they 
really can’t do anything to me. It’s fun to 
develop a certain athleticism that I never 
really had in high school.
 
E: Do you ever wish your brooms could 
actually fl y?
AF: I really don’t—there’s the whole falling 
thing I’m not a huge fan of. We do joke that if 
anyone invented a fl ying broom, 
Iowa State would do it.
 
E: Does it start to hurt straddling a broom for 
a whole game?
AF: It doesn’t hurt, I don’t think, unless 
you fall on it wrong. [It’s hard] getting used 
to having a broom between your legs,  but 
surprisingly no one gets injured from it. (He 
referred to it as “spearing”… Ouch.)
E: What do you wear for games? Are there 
robes involved?
AF: No, there’s not… last time they wore 
traditional Harry Potter stuff  for Quidditch 
was when the IQA fi rst started–they were 
playing with capes and stuff , but not it’s 
gotten really far away from that. We’ve got 
Nike Pro Combat on now (their offi  cial 
Quidditch jerseys). People wear receiver 
gloves to help grab the volleyball better.
E: When do you meet?
AF: Tuesdays and Th ursdays we meet [on 
the practice fi eld behind Lied] for about 
two hours, and Sunday—I call it Sunday 
Funday—we play on Central Campus and 
anyone that comes can try it out. We’re really 
not that demanding, I really just ask that they 
show up Sunday, because it’s the most fun. 
E: When is the Quidditch “season”?
AF: Th ere’s really no end to the Quidditch 
season. Sometimes we play in the snow, and 
we practice in Lied once we get space for that. 
Th e Snow Cup in Michigan last year [was] 
played in like two and a half feet of snow. 
Th ey didn’t play very many games because a 
lot of people couldn’t feel their hands. 
E: If you could be any Harry Potter character, 
who would it be?
AF: Mad Eye Moody. He’s like the Rooster 
Cogburn of the Harry Potter series—
unorthodox, but extremely eff ective.
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How to Roll a Blunt
Like your weed in a blunt? Learn 
how to roll one like a pro and what 
papers are best.
Games for Non-Gamers
Late to joining the gaming scene? Jump 
in with these fun video games!
“I’m a Human Being in this Body 
that Can’t See”
Watch this video to learn from 
Clay Gerganus, a man who 
sees life’s blessings despite the 
challenges thrown his way.
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Love what you’ve 
read in this 
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See how badass these women are by scrolling 
through this online photo gallery.
How to do Laundry
Read this and you’ll never have to pretend like you know 
what you’re doing again.
Bringing the 
Holidays to You
Stuck at good ‘ol Iowa State 
for the holidays? Turn it 
into a celebration so good, 
you won’t even miss home 
(mostly)—this story will 
show you how.
Fake IDs—
Friend or Foe?
We help you understand 
the consequences if you 
get caught.
